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estimated that less than 20 percent of timber production origi-
nating in Beaverhead County went to production facilities
in nine counties including Beaverhead and Madison Coun-
ties. Over 70 percent went to processors in Granite and
Ravalli Counties. For Madison County the census estimated
that less than 3 percent of all timber originating in the county
went to processors in a nine-county area including Madison
and Beaverhead Counties (BBER 2001). So clearly, most
of the timber being produced in the study area is destined
for production facilities outside of the area.

The periodic forest industry surveys by the Bureau of Busi-
ness Research and the Forest Service also provide estimates
of total timber production by county. The combined totals
for Beaverhead and Madison Counties were 13 million board
feet (MMBF) in 1981, 34 MMBF in 1988, 14 MMBF in
1993, and 13 MMBF in 1998. According to DFO staff, an-
nual DFO timber sales during these survey years were 359
thousand board feet (MBF) in 1981, representing less than
3 percent of the 1981 total; 150 MBF in 1988, representing
less than half of one percent of the annual total; and 44 MBF
is 1993, representing less than half of one percent of the
total. In the last survey year, 1998, the DFO total was zero.

Table 52 shows logging and timber production activity on
DFO-BLM lands since 1980 in thousands of board feet
(MBF). The acres of BLM land affected by this cutting ac-

tivity also are shown, as is the sales value of these timber
sales in current or non-inflated dollars.  The first two col-
umns in the table show the annual volume of timber cut on
the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest, two-thirds of
which lies within the two-county area, and estimates of
countywide timber production that are made every five years
as part of regular censuses of Montana’s wood products in-
dustry.  

Over the 24-year period between 1980 and 2003, DFO tim-
ber sales totaled 22,209 thousand board feet (MBF). This is
a relatively small share of the area’s total timber produc-
tion, and is equal to 3.2 percent of the timber coming from
the area’s single largest source of wood materials – the
Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest. The average annual
BLM sale during this period is 925 MBF affecting about
130 acres each year. The largest annual amount in recent
years was sold in 2001 and totaled more than 1.5 MMBF,
affected 551 acres, and generated sales revenue to BLM of
nearly $192 thousand which went into the U.S. Treasury –
about $60 per MBF of timber.

The most recent estimate of timber production within the
two-county area is for 1998 at 13,000 MBF. The DFO aver-
age of 925 MBF a year is equal to about 7 percent of this
two-county total. Cutting activity on the Beaverhead-
Deerlodge National Forest has risen slightly more recently

DFO shares of these census estimates also are shown.
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Area Forestry-related Labor Earnings
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